Something to-Reflect uporn........

The women find that the stone from Jesus’ tomb has been rolled back, and an angel reports that
Jesus has been raised from the dead. (Mark 16:1-7)

Each of the four Gospels reports that the women who had been followers of Jesus discovered the empty tomb after his death.
Today we read from the Gospel of Mark, which contains the most succinct of all the reports of Jesus’ Resurrection in the Gos-
pels.

Scholars have long noted some irregularities about the ending of Mark’s Gospel. The report of the discovery of the empty tomb
comes to an abrupt conclusion after verse 8. While some believe this is the original ending of Mark’s Gospel, others theorize
that there was a longer ending that was lost.

Some manuscripts of Mark’s Gospel, written between the fourth and ninth centuries, include what scholars have termed the
Shorter Ending, which is often printed in our Bibles for reference. This ending indicates that the women told their story to Pe-
ter’s companions. Scholars believe that this ending was not written by Mark, but was probably added by later copyists who
sought to resolve the abrupt ending at verse 8.

Other early manuscripts include a Longer Ending, which scholars also believe was written by someone other than the evangelist
Mark. Quotations from this Longer Ending are found in the writings of the early Church Fathers, however, indicating that this
Longer Ending has been included as part of Mark’s Gospel for some time. This Longer Ending, Mark 16:9-20, was accepted at
the Council of Trent as part of the canonical Gospel. Portions of this Longer Ending are read as part of our weekday lectionary
cycle and on the Feast of the Ascension in Cycle B. Without this Longer Ending, the Gospel of Mark would report no post-
Resurrection appearances of Jesus.

In today’s Gospel, Mark reports the names of three women who go to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body. They are Mary Magda-
lene, Salome, and Mary, the mother of James. According to Mark, these are the same women who were among those watching
Jesus’ Crucifixion from a distance. Mark reports that these women were followers of Jesus in Galilee and that they ministered to
him. Mark also reports that Mary Magdalene and Mary observed where Jesus’ body was laid. After his death, these women
come again to minister to Jesus.

Mary Magdalene, Salome, and Mary, the mother of James, go to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body. It is clear from Mark’s report of
their conversation that they had not worked out all the necessary details. They know that a very large stone was used to seal Je-
sus’ tomb, but they do not know how they are going to remove it. When they arrive at the tomb, they find that the stone has al-
ready been rolled back. Upon entering the tomb, they meet an angel who tells them that Jesus has been raised from the dead. The
angel then recalls Jesus’ promise to his disciples that he would go before them to Galilee.

Amazement would seem to be a natural reaction to the experience that the women had that
morning. Yet the angel chides them for being amazed. Perhaps the reason is found in the
words that follow, as the angel reminds them that Jesus himself had told his disciples that he
would see them again in Galilee. If the women had listened and heeded Jesus’ words, they
would not have been surprised to find the tomb empty. This highlights a theme of Mark’s
Gospel: the disciples of Jesus are often clueless about the true identity of Jesus and confound-
ed by his message to them.

Nonetheless, we can find some hope for the disciples, just as there is hope for us when we find
ourselves unsure about Jesus. The disciples in today’s Gospel were faithful followers of Jesus
and remained present through Jesus’ death on the cross. In fact, they came to the tomb that
morning expecting to minister to Jesus once again. Instead, they were sent to minister in a dif-
ferent way, as apostles to Peter and the other disciples. Because we hear this Gospel pro-
claimed today, we know that they honored Jesus by accepting this mission.




'Mass Infentions _

April 5 - 11, 2021

Monday, April 5

8:30 am: Thanksgiving from Gomes family

Tuesday, April 6

8:30 am: + Vincent & Carmo D’Souza

Wednesday, April 7

8:30 am: Birthday blessings Lilia Q Vil-
lanueva; + Benedicto Ramos; Death anni-
versary William Turner

Thursday, April

8:30 am: + Nolasco & Laura Gomes

Friday, April 9
8:30 am: + Joy George

Saturday, April 10

8:30 am: + Death anniversary Sir Joaquin
Taduran Jr.

5:00 pm: Margaret, Fred & Pat Peters
Sunday, April 11

8:30 am: - Community of Prince of Peace
10:00 am: + Esperanca Castanha
11:30am: + Donald Shopman

11 :000 pm - Birthday blessings Dolly Pob-
ete

Offerings
1) Her all those sich with the cononavivws and
thase taking care of them

Ml Last Sunday Collection: $ 3,405

Thank you for your generous
hearts!

DIVINE MERCY NOVENA ¢ MERCY SUNDAY
April 11th, 2021 at 3:00PM

Exposition / Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament/
Divine Mercy Chaplet

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO ATTEND!

Please register through our website

PLEASE CONNECT US THROUGH OUR WEBSITE
www.princeofpeacesc.archtoronto.org

Yow can wavlc waMeYel
EASTER THANK YOU!

Thank you all for all the wonderful and hard work
you have done for our parish community especially
during Lent and Easter; to all choir directors and
members; to all Sacristans and Altar Servers, Minis-
ters of Hospitality, Lectors, Altar Decorators, and
those who helped us behind the scenes, and all the

wonderful parishioners that help our Church in
many other ways, God Bless!

THANK YOU SO MUCH!
May your dedication and gift of your time, talent and treasure be
rewarded bountifully by the Risen Lord.
BLESSED EASTER EVERYONE!
From

Fr. Lorenzo, Fr. Samoj and the Staff

DONATION ONLINE:

Consider switching your support of the parish to Pre-Authorized Giving
(PAG forms are available in the parish office and through parish web-
site) or credit card, or single monthly donation through the “DONATE
now” button at : www.archtoronto.org. Please call the parish office for
information at 416-291-9422



